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~Freshmen ~ 

ELLA FERRY                 NICOLE BUCK 
For my nominee, I chose to state a personality trait that she has for each letter of 
her name. To start, the letter E stands for enthusiastic. Her enthusiasm and 
eagerness to learn are unfailing on a daily basis and are quite inspiring to both 
students and teachers. Letter L stands for loving. She is very loving and caring 
towards her family, friends, peers, and teachers. The next L stands for laughing. 
She has a good sense of humor and often laughs at my jokes, even when they are 
not always deserving. Lastly, letter A stands for amazing. This student amazes me 
every day with her work ethic, caring attitude, and motivation. If she hasn’t 
guessed it by now, I am talking about Ella Ferry--my very deserving People’s 
Choice recipient. Thank you for making me smile every day and for just being you! 
 
 

 

 



~Sophomores~ 

 

BENJAMIN CASTNER       ELAINE RICHES 
People complain that kids today don’t know how to communicate, because they’re 
too busy looking at their phones. I selected my People’s Choice nominee, because 
he can easily carry on a conversation with his peers as well as with adults. He’s 
animated and smart and engaging. He is genuinely interested in talking to people. 
He is also very interested in making money, and as a student in my 
Entrepreneurship class, he keeps things interesting! He asks intriguing questions. 
On a typical Friday, he’ll ask about what my family is doing for the weekend. In a 
world where we are concerned about communication skills, Ben proves that there 
is hope among us! My nominee is Ben Castner. 
 

MATTHEW CORDA            ERIC EINBINDER 
With great honor, I am proud to announce that Matt Corda is my 2019-2020 
People’s Choice Award recipient. This year, I had the honor of teaching/coaching 
Matt in Driver’s Education, Physical Education, and on the baseball field. Matt 
embodies everything that I look for when considering the qualities of the People’s 
Choice Award. First, is Matt’s commitment to excellence. Matt worked hard every 
single day in class, and he never seemed to have “bad days.” In September when 
Matt walked into the Driver’s Ed room, he took a look around and saw a picture of 
a previous student that scored a 100% on their state test. Matt vowed that he 
would do the same, and sure enough, months later, he did. This speaks to his 
hard work and dedication that he showed every single day. No matter the 
obstacles that 2019- 2020 presented, Matt always gave his best effort and 
somehow always had a smile. Not only would Matt have a smile on his face every 
day, but he also would make others around him smile and laugh. Matt is not “All 
business all the time,” he is the perfect balance of both, and that is very 



important! Once again, it has been a pleasure to have the opportunity to teach 
and coach Matt throughout this year. It has been a pleasure watching him grow as 
a student, athlete, and member of the Lenape community this year, and I look 
forward to what the next two years have in-store for Matt. Congratulations, Matt, 
and keep up the amazing work.  
 
ERIKA KESSLER        STACEY ROWLAND 
My People’s Choice Award goes to a young woman whom I’ve had the pleasure to 
teach in Health and Physical Education for the past 2 years. Her contagious smile 
and distinctive laugh are the first things you notice about this girl. Then, you are 
hit with her upbeat personality! She is always asking how she can help and always 
brings a smile to my face. I have dubbed her my teacher’s assistant, helping me 
with attendance and gathering work for absent students. I will miss our chit chats 
in the locker room hallway, your stories about flying all over the world to share 
your amazing musical talent, and being pressured by you to be in a Tic Tok video. 
Thank you for being the breath of fresh air that always brightens my day. I’m 
excited to continue to watch you grow during your next two years at Lenape and 
can’t wait to see what you accomplish after graduation. My 2019-2020 People’s 
Choice Award goes to Erika Kessler.  
 
ERIC MACPHERSON        TONY GUERRERA 
I have watched this young man grow so much over the last two years. Adjusting to 
high school is not always easy. It can be an intimating place for a young student, 
with so many new people to meet and hallways to navigate. So often, we tell 
students that it gets easier if you learn to advocate for yourself and try to get 
involved in some of the many clubs and extracurricular activities we offer here at 
Lenape. Unlike some, this young man took that advice. It has been such a 
pleasure to see him begin to thrive in the classroom and on the wresting team. He 
was not afraid to take some risks and get out of his comfort zone. Academically, 
he challenged himself by taking a higher-level course. Athletically, he started 
playing a new sport. Eric MacPherson, you may not realize it, but some of the staff 
here at Lenape have noticed your outstanding determination, effort, and success 



this year. Hard work does pay off and you are seeing the results. That is why you 
are my People’s Choice recipient this year. 
 
SEAN MOYNIHAN          MARY ANN STECHER 
“How’s it going, Frau”? (or some variation thereof) These are the words I hear 
every day when Sean enters our classroom. His cheery greeting brightens even 
my darkest day. His intellectual curiosity and ability to make connections with 
language astound me. His vocabulary is amazing. He is the epitome of what it 
means to be a student. He is not afraid to ask questions and not afraid to show 
passion for learning in front of his peers. This isn’t always easy to do as a 
teenager, but Sean is respected by his classmates for being the excellent student 
that he is and this is a beautiful thing to behold. I am also Sean’s Knowledge Bowl 
coach, where Sean is the captain of the JV team. My two favorite Sean K.B. quotes 
are “I live for this stuff, Frau!” and “Know what this week is, Frau? It’s BCAT 
week!” As captain, Sean exhibits a command of strategy and fairness that has 
taken his team to new heights. His JV team advanced to the final round of the 
Burlington County Academic Competition in January, eclipsing many teams of older 
students. Wherever we go, coaches comment on Sean’s politeness, not “fake” 
politeness but true politeness and interest in people. I am so honored to be 
Sean’s German teacher and Knowledge Bowl coach, and I look forward to 
watching him grow in the years to come. 
 
EMILY MULLEN            JAMES GOETSCHIUS 
My People’s Choice nominee has been my student for the past two years and is 
currently enrolled in Italian 2 Honors. My Sophomore Honors class is full of 
spectacular students this year, but this one really embodies what makes that 
group a special one to teach. The process of acquiring a language is difficult, 
frustrating, and requires both motivation and effort. But the process becomes a 
whole lot easier when you have inspiring students like Emily Mullen in your class. 
Emily makes learning the language fun for her peers and teaching the language 
fun for me. When you’re enrolled in several challenging classes, and competing on 
a dance team many days of the week until late at night, it would make sense for a 



normal teenager to be a little fatigued during class. Not Emily. Every day, Emily 
completes the 2-mile trek from Upstairs A hall to my class in NC-14. As I wait in 
the hallway greeting my students as they enter, Emily comes around the corner, 
late as usual, with a big smile on her face when she sees me. I scream at her, 
<<Veloce, veloce! Forza, dai!>> (Hurry up) and when she hears me, she 
sarcastically starts walking in slow motion. This playful joking around continues 
into class, when she makes fun of my alleged ties to the North Jersey Mafia, and I 
make fun of her inability to spell almost any word in the English language. But 
more seriously, Emily is as engaged, hard-working, and motivated a student as I 
have ever taught. She has almost no free-time with dance and her difficult course 
load but always makes time to be a positive, kind, respectful, and outgoing 
member of our Lenape Italian family. Thanks for bringing your fun spirit and 
energy every day, even when you need to wake up at 4:30 to study for Chem. It is 
my pleasure to present my People’s Choice award to Emily Mullen.  
 
JENNESSA SAMPLE   JESSICA MARTINSEN 
My nominee for The People’s Choice Award is a student that, over my first year of 
teaching, has constantly challenged me to think outside the box, to work harder, 
and to analyze further. This student has never been shy about her beliefs, and it 
is one of the many things I greatly admire about her. The sheer determination and 
dedication this student possesses is inspiring to me on both a personal and 
professional level. She knows exactly where she is going and she’s not going to 
let anyone stop her, which is why I personally can’t wait to purchase her video 
game debut in a few years (despite my complete lack of gaming ability). I had the 
pleasure of teaching Jenn Sample in English 2 this year, and I knew that every 
time she raised her hand, we were in for a great analysis that would have the 
entire class reconsidering their opinion because of how well thought-out and 
articulated hers was. I have loved getting to know her over this past year through 
our in-depth nerd-outs and shared love of historical niches, and while I’m sad that 
I don’t get to finish out the year with her as a student in person, I know that Jenn 
is going to do so many amazing things. She is undoubtedly one of the strongest 
young women I have ever met, and I am grateful to have had her as a student. 



Jenn, you’re going to change the gaming world as we know it, and you’ll be able 
to afford all the Wawa Hoagies you want. Your creativity is abundant and I truly 
believe you could take on the entire world if you wanted to. Thank you for 
reminding me every day what it is to work hard and love what you do. I’ll miss you 
very much, and I’m so proud of you! 
 
MICHAEL STILLMAN      NICK ORPHANOS 
Greetings, I am honored to select Michael Stillman for my People's Choice award 
this year. Michael has many qualities that make him a great candidate for this 
award. He is hard working. He is persistent. He asks great questions. He always 
does his work. He is a gifted artist. But above these, Michael´s best quality that 
inspired me to nominate him is his positivity. I don't think I have ever seen Michael 
come to class without a smile on his face. He always has kind words for his 
classmates and me. His dry sense of humor always makes me smile. Having 
Michael in class is always a reminder of how quiet but strong positivity can have 
an impact on the people around you. Michael has had an impact on his fellow 
classmates all year long. I have missed Michael’s kindness and upbeat attitude 
over the last 2 months. If ever there was a time we needed his calm and kind 
presence, it is now. I wish the best to you, Michael, in your future. I hope you 
continue to be the funny, kind, and positive person you have been. These qualities 
alone will help you navigate the path to personal success. Thank you for being 
that person for us in our class this year. 
 
GRANT TURGEON                     LYNN STOW 
As a freshman, you enter the doors of Lenape unsure of what the next four years 
will entail. Many freshmen struggle with not only finding themselves, having 
personal issues at home to deal with, but learning the new expectations that high 
school brings. This was the case for this individual. As I got to know him, I learned 
how sensitive and compassionate this individual is. This year in particular, I have 
noticed a real change in this young man. He seems more enthusiastic and is 
striving to do his best. He has a deep devotion to friends he has made. I have 
personally witnessed his genuine compassion to one particular student that I work 



with. He has given my student the opportunity to do things that she has only 
hoped of doing. It gives me great pleasure to witness a true gentleman and my 
People’s Choice, Grant Turgeon. I must say that chivalry here at Lenape is not 
dead in this young man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



~ Juniors ~ 

 
GRACE ADAMS       JACQUELINE DONALDSON  
Even though she has never been in my class, I have known Grace since she was a 
freshman here at Lenape. And over the years, I have seen her grow and mature 
into a confident young woman who I am proud to choose as my People’s Choice 
for the 2019-2020 school year. Grace is a good student and an athlete, but that 
is not why I am choosing her. She has been an amazing leader in our Students 
Actively Concerned club, taking on the role of president and organizer. She is 
quick to reach out to students and involve them in the activities to make them feel 
included. This spirit of kindness should be recognized – and that is why Grace 
Adams is my People’s Choice. 
 
QUIN ANDERSON                RICH JACOBS 
My nominees for the People's Choice Award are Quin Anderson and Tristan 
Neilson. I've gotten to know them over the last few years as their class advisor. 
Individually, Tristan and Quin are good kids. They work hard in their classes and 
are very involved at Lenape. However, I am nominating them as a pair, because 
they make Lenape better when they are together. They have more ideas, work 
harder, and get more people involved when they are working as a team. On a 
personal note, I have never laughed so hard than when I am with them both. I 
miss Tristan and Quin, tremendously, and can't wait for the three of us to have 
lunch again in my office. 
 
ROBERT CHRIST        TOM TAMBURELLO 
My People’s Choice Award Recipient goes to a student who I had the pleasure to 
teach last year in one of my Geometry classes. In that class, I could not only count 



on this person to be successful academically, but to also bring a fun and 
respectful personality to our classroom that made me look forward to teaching 
that class. This young man would show up every day with a smile on his face, 
ready to learn. He would always greet me at the classroom door with a friendly 
“hello” and still does to this day when we pass each other in the hallway. He 
would help his struggling peers in class by explaining to them concepts and 
problems that we were learning about. This person would take notes for a peer if 
they missed class. He helped me by being in charge of our lesson itinerary every 
day, moving the arrow, when needed, to the next item for that lesson. Every 
teacher would be fortunate to have the opportunity to work with this young man in 
their class. He makes a good burrito, too, by the way! My People’s Choice Award 
goes to Robert Christ. 

EMMA COLUCCI          MICHAEL CURCIO 
When I had the opportunity to select a People’s Choice nominee, it took me about 
two seconds to write down the name. She is hard working and will always give her 
best effort. She has great values and doesn’t make excuses, because she’s a 
winner and will find a way to get the job done. She is always respectful, polite, 
honest, humble, and kind. A great leader that builds people up and helps others 
succeed. She will put the needs of others in front of herself because she’s a giver, 
not a taker. What I admire about her the most is that she is not fake or phony- 
“what you see is what you get,” because she’s all heart! I look forward to seeing 
her everyday as she brightens my day, because I know what a wonderful person 
she is for others to follow. When I think of a Lenape student leader, a role model, 
a great citizen, and a positive influence on others, I think of my “Star Student” 
and a People’s Choice. Emma Colucci. 

RICHARD (RJ) CURRY       DANIELLE O’BRIEN 
Working in education has afforded me the opportunity to meet a vast array of 
students. This student had a “rocky start” his freshman year. His mother and I 
were on a first name basis by the second week of school. I remember thinking this 
is going to be a long 4 years. As freshman year concluded, he came into my office 



and told me, “Miss O’Brien, next year, I am going to do better!” In September of 
his sophomore year, we met to debrief about the summer, and he again spoke of 
the changes that he was going to make. It was during his sophomore year that 
the most amazing thing happened; he did change. He exhibited both academic 
and social maturity. He is a kind and compassionate young man with a great 
sense of humor. He often stops by my office to ask me how I am doing and asks 
to see new pictures of my son. It has been an absolute pleasure to watch him 
develop into the confident, ambitious, and enthusiastic young man that stands 
here tonight. My People’s Choice Award goes to RJ Curry.  
 

NICASIA GAROFALO                   PAM BUSARELLO 
Teachers win the student lottery once in a while, having a student on our rosters 
who shows up--every day and in every way. I have hit that lottery twice with 
Nicasia Garofalo. Nicki, as we all call her, is one of the most mature and 
compassionate students I have encountered. She was eager to learn as a 
freshman in my English I Honors class, and remains a student enamored with all 
things school as a junior in my AP Language and Composition course. Most 
importantly, Nicki sees the good in everyone. I mean everyone. A few months ago, 
she happened to stop by my English I CP class during her study hall as she had a 
question about our class. I invited her to stay and work in the room since my 
students were completing a character exercise that would be silent. As they 
worked, she inquired about their task. I told her that each student was writing a 
compliment for each of their classmates, or asking a question to a classmate they 
did not know well enough to compliment. What did she do? She grabbed a copy of 
the roster, observed for a few minutes, and wrote her own “Nice bike!” worthy 
compliment for each student (Faculty will get that joke). Nicki is a one of a kind 
young lady and I have no doubts she will remain such as a successful, thoughtful, 
kind adult.  
 
OLIVIA JOHNSTONE            ROBYN WEBB 
I am working on this math problem, and I am trying to find a student of mine who 
would fit all of the following character traits: Thoughtful, Mature, Kind, Friendly, 



Driven, Positive role model. This student would have to also be very athletic, 
preferably a varsity basketball player. As if that is not enough, this student would 
also have to maintain a part-time job, even DURING the basketball season and still 
find a way to succeed academically! I think I have solved the problem. I will put all 
of this information into my TI-Nspire calculator to check my solution. I was right! 
Olivia Johnstone is the only possible solution! Olivia, it has been my pleasure to 
have you in my class this year, whether it was physically in the Lenape building or 
during virtual learning. I wish you nothing but the best for your senior year, and I 
will miss having you as a student. Congratulations!! 
 
NORA MAHGOUB                  WILLIAM BAUSCH 
Some of my favorite students are the ones who follow me from year-to-year, who 
move on from my English II Accelerated class, and take the leap up a level to AP 
Language and Composition. However, even amongst these students, my People’s 
Choice nominee, Nora Mahgoub, is special. Nora is one of the most perpetually 
curious students I’ve ever met. She’s never content to let a subject of class 
discussion or a grade get by her without asking me, “Why?” And, here’s the thing: 
she really cares. She’s never upset about a grade for its own sake, but is instead 
concerned that she doesn’t have things right. When she wrote an essay this year 
that wasn’t up to her standards, she sought me out and engaged me in a lengthy 
and respectful dialogue about why she had fallen short. So convinced was I that 
she cared about the process, rather than the problem of the low grade--that she 
cared about learning rather than complaining--that I allowed her the rare 
opportunity to redo the assignment. Nora really cares, but not just about her 
work: she cares about everything. She’s mature, funny, personable, empathetic. 
I’ve never heard her say an unkind word about anyone, and I’ve seen her 
encourage others on several occasions. Wherever she ends up her senior year—
Accelerated or AP—I know it won’t be in my class (I don’t teach seniors), so, 
while still I have a chance, I want to say it: Nora, keep up the good work! 
 
 



BRYANNA MAURER         LTC RON TUCZAK 
When you walk into a classroom about to begin your class as a teacher, 
regardless of the grade, class being taught, or even where in the school year we 
are, it is always a pleasure to have that one student that brightens your day and 
gives you, the teacher, the inspiration to do an even better job. For me, this past 
school year, it was Bryanna Maurer. Bryanna has been in Lenape JROTC three 
years and has quietly improved each and every year. Everything is quiet about her 
– her voice, her walk, even her jokes. It has been a pleasure watching her grow 
and become a greater part of JROTC in and out of the classroom. Don’t let 
Bryanna’s shy demeanor fool you. Bryanna possesses a beautiful voice and on 
more than one occasion has been called upon to sing our National Anthem. She 
hits every note and leaves all in attendance, inspired. Besides her musical talent, 
many know Bryanna as a very good artist; her classroom doodles can attest to 
this. As a member of our champion Drill Team she has literally “stepped up” and 
has become and an integral part of our unarmed exhibition Drill Team. I could go 
on with the accolades of this talented young woman but, I must stop, and now 
honor Bryanna with her well-deserved People’s Choice Award. 
 
KELLI MIZIA                            STEPHANIE FOX  
Long ago, I had a student who brought his younger brother and sister into school 
to look at our touch-tank we had set up for Biology. In came this hyper, curly-
haired blonde. She spent about 5 minutes looking at the critters and then started 
playing with everything in the room, just a bundle of happy energy. I left with a big 
smile that day after experiencing the Mizia “littles.” Fast forward to 2017, and 
who is not only in my class, but a part of the Class Council for the Class of 2021-
Kelli. She is still a bundle of energy. To say I depend on her is putting it mildly. All 
I have to do is ask and she is there, selling tickets, helping organize homecoming, 
and this year her peers recognized her by making her one of the Class Officers. I 
loathed our class webpage (not one of my talents), and she designed a new one 
from scratch and it’s amazing. Check it out! We needed to design the Mr. Lenape 
calendar, and she took on the project, agonizing over every detail. Again, check it 
out! Her life is very full and busy, but she is dependable, supportive, and kind. 



And thoughtful… she always asks before basketball games, “Want anything from 
Wawa, Dunkin?” These are just a few of her contributions and attributes. She has 
made this year such a pleasure! Get ready, Kelli, senior year awaits, and I’m 
gonna need you to help organize everything!!  
 
TRISTAN NEILSON                        RICH JACOBS 
My nominees for the People's Choice Award are Quin Anderson and Tristan 
Neilson. I've gotten to know them over the last few years as their class advisor. 
Individually, Tristan and Quin are good kids. They work hard in their classes and 
are very involved at Lenape. However, I am nominating them as a pair, because 
they make Lenape better when they are together. They have more ideas, work 
harder, and get more people involved when they are working as a team. On a 
personal note, I have never laughed so hard than when I am with them both. I 
miss Tristan and Quin, tremendously, and can't wait for the three of us to have 
lunch again in my office. 

BREONA ROBERTS     AMANDA PERRY 
Being in the teaching profession, we are fortunate to be able to make connections 
with young people; it is what we do. Those connections are what makes our job so 
rewarding. Sometimes those connections take you by surprise, which was the case 
with my People’s Choice nominee. However, those are the connections we 
remember the most.  
 
Every September, my team-teacher and I set a goal--to try and connect with every 
student in our class in some way, to “try to win them over.” Sometimes we can do 
this through humor, our teaching style or the content we teach, U.S. History II. 
Since there are two of us, we are usually successful--some students naturally 
gravitate towards him, while others gravitate towards me based on our 
personalities. However, if you had asked me in September, who was more likely to 
form a stronger connection with my People’s Choice, I would have said my team-
teacher. I was wrong.   
 



Sometime in October, my nominee had to come to my Class 4, another U.S. II 
class, to make up work due to an absence. Well, she never left. She came to my 
Class 4 during her study hall everyday for the rest of the semester. Sometimes, 
she did work for other classes, sometimes I helped her with work for our History 
class but many times, she actively participated in my lessons--doing the Do-Now, 
answering questions, completing the classwork/homework or played the review 
games...and then would ask me for extra credit! Even when the semester ended, 
and her study hall switched to SAT Prep, she still came to visit EVERYDAY, at some 
point during the class, to say hello and would often leave me messages on my 
board.  
 
I am so grateful to have been awarded the honor of teaching her this year and 
being able to make that connection. From the first day of school, I could tell this 
young lady was special. She is curious and not afraid to ask questions or 
challenge ideas. She is insightful and mature beyond her years. She is not shy to 
voice her opinion and speak out for what she thinks is right, because she is a 
leader not a follower. She is authentic. And when she thinks you need it, she will 
give you an education, especially on music.  
 
Breona, you are one of a kind and truly special. It was a pleasure not only to 
teach you, but to get to know you as a person. I will definitely miss having you 
next year. You embody all of the qualities of what it means to be a People’s 
Choice recipient. Congratulations! Keep being you and working hard, and I have 
no doubt that you will be successful in all your future endeavors. You are destined 
for great things. I will end with a message that you once left for me: Breona 
Roberts, “You are the G.O.A.T.,” and I am honored to nominate you as my 2020 
People’s Choice.  
 
KAITLIN SCHWARZ                LAURA LAMBERTO 
There are many wonderful aspects of teaching high school students. As 
educators, we have the privilege to be a positive presence during some of the 
most formative years of a person’s life. I think my colleagues would agree that the 



most cherished moment in teaching, the greatest reward, comes when we see 
students we enjoyed having in class, walk across that stage as young adults into 
their futures. For some of us educators, like myself, who have spent the earlier 
parts of our careers in a relatively transient nature, moving from opportunity to 
opportunity, before truly landing in a school which becomes “home,” this greatest 
reward is often prolonged, and therefore, when achieved, extra special.  
 
I am very lucky to now call Lenape my home and I have been able to witness the 
best parts of the Lenape family. Having worked in three smaller schools before 
coming to Lenape at the start of the ‘18-19 school year, I wasn’t necessarily sure 
how a school of Lenape’s size would feel like “family,” like they said. Well one 
need look no further than my People’s Choice Nominee, Kaitlin Schwarz, to find 
out.  
 
“Mrs. Lamberto!” I can often hear Kaitin coming down the hall before I even see 
her. “How was your weekend, Mrs. Lamberto?” She never forgets to ask. (Even 
during quarantine when we all know there isn’t much to report.) “Mrs. Lamberto, 
you will never guess what happened!” And fill in the rest of the statement with a 
story about something that happened to her at the gym, work, practice, etc. And 
my favorite, “Mrs. Lamberto, watch this!” She yells as she attempts a cartwheel on 
the gym floor during the basketball game, trying to convince me she should make 
winter cheer. 
 
Add in how she is always leaving notes on the board for the students in the next 
class, how she effortlessly makes her peers laugh, how she is maybe the #1 fan 
of all Lenape sports, and how she has a secret talent for acting in roles in “The 
Crucible,” “Our Town,” and “Macbeth,” it becomes very clear that Kaitlin is what 
Lenape Family means. And she seamlessly brought me into this school family, 
without really even trying. And she probably doesn’t know this, but having been 
her teacher for the past two years for English II and English III, Kaitlin is also the 
type of student who represents the true reward of teaching. When I have the 
privilege of watching her graduate next year, not only will I be able to recall all the 
times she made me feel at home as the teacher, but I will also know I am 



watching: 
 
Someone who treats people as people FIRST. This includes her teachers, her 
classmates, and anyone she desires to help. Someone who will live a life which is 
dedicated to something greater. This has always been clear to me, as 
demonstrated by her giving up her study hall to volunteer with students in the 
school store or adaptive PE. And finally, someone who as she walks her journey to 
many wonderful places, will always remember where she has been, and will 
continue to welcome others along the way. 

BAYLIE SWACKHAMER       GAIL TANNER-SKINNER 
My 2020 People's Choice nomination goes to a young lady who comes to my 
office often with a smile on her face. Even though she has overcome many 
obstacles, she brightens my day with her smile. She is always courteous, polite, 
and patient. I wish her the best in all her future endeavors. My People's Choice 
recipient is Baylie Swackhamer. 

MEGAN VOLZ             MEGAN LAFFEY 
Many people are uncomfortable showing their imperfections, not my nominee. 
Lenape’s Challenge Day informed us that we are similar to icebergs, only revealing 
10% of who we are and what we go through. Not my nominee. She talks about 
any issues she faces with such awareness and maturity. As a founder of Lenape’s 
new Mental Health Club, my nominee is helping normalize the impact of mental 
illness for current and future Lenape students and staff. She understands that 
mental health not only impacts your personal well-being, but your academics, 
personal life, relationships, work and that it does not discriminate. She is on her 
way from taking an invisible illness, to which people are less understanding and 
compassionate, and turning it into an opportunity to educate her peers and break 
stigmas. She is reinforcing that it’s ok to have good days and bad days, and when 
someone is struggling they should seek professional help. She is not afraid to be 
an advocate and believes it’s ok to drop your waterline. Please give it up for my 
strong and compassionate nominee, Megan Volz. 



KAVAN WEST                      JOHN CARNEVALE 
My People's Choice Award goes to Kavan West. When I was a child, my mother 
was a drill sergeant when it came to manners. She would always quiz me when we 
were going to a family party or when I was going to a friend's house. That is 
something that my wife and I are teaching our son. It is very evident that someone 
has taught Kavan the same. Kavan is always polite, respectful, and personable. 
He is one of the few students that says, "Thank you" every time that I hand him 
something. He is also one of the few students that returns a pen after borrowing 
it. Furthermore, he is the ONLY student that says "Have a nice day" after every 
class. Aside from his good manners, Kavan is a good student who puts out an 
honest effort every day. He also has a great sense of humor. Anyone who models 
their family tree project after "The Family Guy" definitely has a great sense of 
humor. Kavan, it is students like you that make me love my job. Thank you for 
being you and congratulations! 

JORDYN WINGATE                              JAIME FAUVER 
My People’s Choice Award goes to Jordyn Wingate… or as I like to call her, my 
assistant Debate Team coach and my go-to student! Jordyn is the epitome of a 
good, hard-working, caring student who never seeks attention or the spotlight but 
makes her classes, the debate team, and the school a better place because she is 
here. With every class I see her in, she actively participates and is always 
concerned about helping her classmates. If I was a student, I would want her in 
my group for a project because she works so hard and is all about helping her 
partners and teammates succeed. She gets along with everyone and puts others’ 
needs above her own. On the debate team, Jordyn does not debate but is the 
most active and engaged member - she mentors the 20+ freshmen on the JV 
team and diligently researches for all teams. She provides excellent feedback to 
the debaters and makes their arguments more effective. This year, we had a large 
JV debate team and I was not sure how I was going to handle it but Jordyn 
stepped in and managed the JV debaters - organizing teams, helping them build 
plans, and ensuring that our JV debaters were prepared and ready for every 



debate. Our team is so much stronger because of Jordyn, and I cannot imagine 
running the debate team without her. Thanks for everything, Jordyn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



~ Seniors ~ 

 
 

XIANNA AGUILAR                     PEYTON EBBESON 
Every day, I am greeted by two friendly faces walking side by side into my 
classroom. Hannah O'Hare and Xianna Aguilar always provide such positive 
energy in my TV3 class, and I have been fortunate to teach them over the past 4 
years. These two friends work great together and have demonstrated an 
incredible sense of leadership and maturity. In class, students presented ideas for 
our first ever reality TV series. Xianna and Hannah's detailed pitch was selected 
by their peers to be the series the class would produce. Xianna and Hannah 
helped plan every detail of the production of "Makin' and Bakin' L's" and worked 
with the rest of the class to assign responsibilities and oversee everything from 
equipment needs, to securing locations to shoot. They showed me this year how 
successful they will be in their lives, because they are so responsible and 
demonstrate such strong leadership. 

DESTINEE ANDERSON-BAYLOR   AMANDA CASSEL 
Destinee is one of the most down to earth students I have ever met. Her 
perspective on life is very wise, beyond her 19 years. Destinee has always been a 
student that cares about others before herself. Every conversation we have ever 
had has always ended with Destinee checking in with me to see how I am doing. 
Destinee makes the best out of every situation that she may find herself in. She is 
thankful for everything she has, and takes nothing in life for granted. Destinee’s 
maturity and positive outlook on life inspires not only me, but everyone she comes 
in contact with. I am excited to see the impact that Destinee is going to make in 
this world.  
 



GRYPHON AREY                    CORINNE SHELDON  
My People’s Choice nominee is a student who I have watched grow tremendously 
over the last four years. I have never seen a student mature so greatly from his 
freshman year. He has shown growth academically, socially, and emotionally. He is 
constantly working to improve himself, even when it isn’t easy. He is one of the 
brightest students I have ever met and the first time I watched him do mental 
math, it blew my mind. I have never been so proud of one of my students. It 
brings me so much joy when teachers come up to me and tell me how wonderfully 
he is doing, and how lucky they feel to be his teacher. My People’s Choice 
nominee is Gryphon Arey. A few years ago, I had a new student who wanted to 
join a club and make some friends. He was very shy and extremely nervous about 
walking into a new group. I walked this shy student down to the Media Center and 
introduced him to the members of the Dungeons and Dragons Club. Gryphon was 
the first person to introduce himself to this student, and he immediately made him 
feel right at home. Gryphon has such a wonderful, kind heart and anyone would 
be lucky to be his friend. Gryphon- I am sad to see you leave, but I am so grateful 
that I was able to get to know you. I am confident that you are going to do such 
big things in college and have a shining future. 

KEYSHAAN BRANNON  MAUREEN HILDBOLD 
This student is a caring and giving young man. Over the past four years he has 
grown into a mature and responsible person. His willingness to help others is 
matched only by his gratitude for what others have done for him. Keyshaan’s 
positive attitude and work ethic outside of school are admirable. He is often 
working two different jobs at a time along with keeping up with his responsibilities 
as a high school student. He is a bright spot in my day, and I will surely miss his 
frequent visits to my office. His consistent positive attitude and his ability to 
persevere through difficult situations are the reasons I nominated him as my 
People’s Choice recipient. I can only hope that he takes these attributes with him 
and applies them to whatever life brings him. 

 



KANERAH CARROL  SHARON PICOLLO 
Kanerah and Kenniyah Carroll have brightened my days at Lenape for four years. 
Their strength, resiliency, kind hearts, thoughtfulness, and care are evident in all 
they do. Kanerah and Kenniyah have had some bumps in the road and some 
mountains to climb, but they have always stayed humble and kind. Always thinking 
of others, they have come to my office to check in on how I am doing and have 
taken the time during my lunch duty to stop for a hug and a quick hello. Intelligent 
and insightful, I have enjoyed every conversation we have had, whether it be 
about plans for the weekend or plans for their futures. Their politeness and care 
for others is an example for us all. They are hardworking in the classroom, at their 
job and in life. Kenniyah and Kanerah are each unique and have qualities that 
belong to only themselves, yet I found it very easy to be drawn to both of them. 
Keep inspiring, keep working hard, continue your kindness, and know that your 
strength and determination will take you places. Thank you for letting me get to 
know you over the years and for sharing your story with me. I am so happy to 
acknowledge Kanerah and Kenniyah for my People’s Choice Award. 

KENNIYAH CARROL  SHARON PICOLLO 
Kenniyah and Kanerah Carroll have brightened my days at Lenape for four years. 
Their strength, resiliency, kind hearts, thoughtfulness, and care are evident in all 
they do. Kanerah and Kenniyah have had some bumps in the road and some 
mountains to climb, but they have always stayed humble and kind. Always thinking 
of others, they have come to my office to check in on how I am doing and have 
taken the time during my lunch duty to stop for a hug and a quick hello. Intelligent 
and insightful, I have enjoyed every conversation we have had, whether it be 
about plans for the weekend or plans for their futures. Their politeness and care 
for others is an example for us all. They are hardworking in the classroom, at their 
job and in life. Kenniyah and Kanerah are each unique and have qualities that 
belong to only themselves, yet I found it very easy to be drawn to both of them. 
Keep inspiring, keep working hard, continue your kindness, and know that your 
strength and determination will take you places. Thank you for letting me get to 



know you over the years and for sharing your story with me. I am so happy to 
acknowledge Kanerah and Kenniyah for my People’s Choice Award. 

ALAN CHEN                                             SEAN MCANENY 
I first met Alan four years ago as a quiet, shy, hard-working freshman. In my math 
class, he wouldn’t say two words, but he could solve any problem I gave him! Fast 
forward to his senior year, and Alan has become one of the most dedicated and 
successful students in all of my classes. What impresses me the most is not how 
much his work ethic and abilities continued to improve during his time at Lenape, 
it’s the fact that his personality has started to shine. He now displays more 
confidence, he has become more outgoing, and he has begun to reciprocate all of 
the humor we use around our classrooms. 
 
Alan is so proficient with computers (and video games) that whenever I ran into 
an issue, I would ask him for help or to fix something for me. This quickly 
developed into our own joke of blaming the other for any technical difficulties. The 
banter this created between us during the years has become something I will 
cherish long after Alan graduates. Whenever I would blame him for my technical 
difficulties, like, “I can’t open this file because I think Alan broke my computer 
again.” He would quickly respond, without missing a beat, “It’s not the computer; 
it’s the user!” Four years ago, I wouldn’t even have made this joke with Alan in the 
first place, but now he has grown so much and shows so much confidence, he 
takes it on head-first. To me, this growth and development is just as impressive 
and important as all of his academic successes. 
 
It is rare to find a student that can match Alan’s work ethic and ability in the 
classroom, but what I cherish the most was being able to watch Alan grow and 
step out of his comfort zones. He is no longer that quiet, shy freshman; he is now 
a confident senior, and I believe he is prepared to conquer all of the challenges 
that lay ahead. Good luck, Alan. I will miss having you in class, and I will be lost 
with all of my own technical difficulties without you here! 



SAMANTHA COON         JOSEPH DE JULIUS 
You may ask yourself why I would nominate a student who gives me such a hard 
time…about everything! My nominee loves to criticize me for not coming to every 
single JROTC event, not wearing enough JROTC gear, not posting enough about 
JROTC on social media, not spending enough time at her lunch table, not staying 
for her entire soccer game, and the list goes on. The sheer fact that my nominee 
gives me a hard time is the very reason I nominated Samantha Coon for a 
People’s Choice Award.  
 
I first met Sam at the JROTC New Cadet Orientation in August 2016. For the next 
three years, I watched Sam rise through the ranks of JROTC, and I was quite 
pleased to see her promoted to Batallion Commander this year. Sam has received 
many accolades during her time in our JROTC program and she has done an 
excellent job in all of her leadership positions. In fact, I questioned whether I 
should nominate Sam for yet another award. However, this award is an 
opportunity to let Sam know how much she means to me.  
 
When the Courier Post came to interview Sam in January, the reporter asked me 
how I would describe her. The first word that came to mind was “spunky”! Sam is 
a high-spirited young lady who is not afraid of taking on the task of acting as a 
role model. Sam demonstrates courage and determination in everything she does. 
However, what I admire most about Sam is that she has overcome so much 
personal adversity. Nevertheless, Sam continues to show compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, and love.  
 
Our Senior JROTC Instructor maintains very high standards for his cadets, so I 
often tell Sam to “Make the colonel proud.” However, I want Sam to know how 
incredibly proud I am of her. I am certain that Sam will be a noteworthy member of 
Widener University, just as she has been to Lenape High School. 

 



RYAN DELOZIER  MICHAEL LOMBARDO 
Ryan Delozier has been a varsity starter on the Lenape bowling team since his 
freshman year. He has been selected to the Olympic Conference All-Star for 3 
straight years. This year, he placed 3rd at the South Jersey State Sectionals 
where, for the first time, he advanced to the state individual championships. Ryan 
is a true team leader. He purses every bowling practice/match with 
professionalism and enthusiasm. He has been a true asset to the Lenape boys 
bowling program. Ryan is also a hardworking and productive student in the 
classroom. Ryan is a student who goes unnoticed for his accomplishments here at 
Lenape. He is the definition of an unsung hero. 

LAUREN DICKSON                   SARAH ALLEN 
My People’s Choice is someone who has made the last 3 years of my life brighter 
and better.  Whether it was a stop by NB3 to get some candy and to chat before 
heading to class, an after-school talk, or her upbeat and positive attitude every 
day of the two years that I had her in class, she never failed to bring a smile to my 
face. One of the things that stands out to me the most about this young lady is 
her caring and generous heart. On numerous occasions, especially over the last 
year when she took over as leader of the Lenape Student Section, she has given 
more than was expected without asking for anything in return-- because that is 
the type of person she is. I’ve watched her spend her own money to make sure 
the crowd looked awesome as they cheered on the football team every Friday 
night. I’ve watched her spend hours after a long day at school making game 
banners that no one else would make. I’ve watched her give her all to EVERY 
SINGLE person in her life, just to make sure their days are a little brighter. I’ve 
watched her be a respectful student, a strong leader, an encouraging teammate, 
a compassionate person, and a good friend. I’ve also watched her try to select me 
the winning college football pics each week, but we won’t talk about that right 
now! And of course, if she didn’t know before, she knows now--Lauren Dickson, 
you’re my People’s Choice.   
 



Lauren, I cannot put into words how much brighter and better you’ve made my 
days over the last 3 years.  Even during quarantine, when the whole world 
stopped and all of the special senior events you were looking forward to were 
canceled, you kept going with your never-failing passion to show others kindness 
and to let them know you were thinking of them.  Only a person with a heart of 
gold would still be thinking of others while losing so much, and that is just one of 
the many things that makes you special. I hope that despite the disappointments 
of this year, you will look back fondly on your time at Lenape and know that you 
made a difference. 
 
 So, I want to say thank you. Thank you for ALWAYS making me smile and laugh, 
even when I was moody (which of course was a rare occasion!).  Thank you for 
ALWAYS being willing to help me, no matter what I asked or when.  Thank you for 
ALWAYS stopping by to say “hello” or to ask me how my day was going. Thank 
you for the MANY thoughtful ways you’ve shown me your appreciation over the 
last 3 years, including during the last 2 months.  Thank you for being a CONSTANT 
light in the lives of so many people around you. And, thank you for CONSISTENTLY 
warming my heart just by being you. 
 
Lauren, you truly deserve the VERY BEST that life has to offer, and I know that 
your future is going to be one filled with greatness.  You’ve given so much to 
others, and I know that the return that is in store for you will be great. I am so 
happy to present this well-deserved People’s Choice Award to you, and it’s been 
my pleasure to get to know you as a student and a person. I can’t wait to hear all 
about your college adventures in Florida, especially while I’m freezing here in 
Jersey during the winter!  Who knows though, maybe Penny and I will take a trip to 
warm up and see a game! Either way, unfortunately for you, I’m not letting you off 
the hook with my football pics so expect a weekly reminder text. I will miss you 
dearly at Lenape in the years to come, and I’m so proud of you. Congratulations 
and best wishes, Lil Lauren.  

 



RYAN DOYLE     ELISABETH LAMON 
This year, I am pleased to announce that my People’s Choice Award recipient is a 
student whose smile and laughter are contagious. He brings humor to our class, 
usually at just the right time. He knows when to be serious, though too. He 
understands when to buckle down and get to work, always doing his best. When I 
assign the dreaded “Critical Thinking” questions, he likes to complain a bit but 
then will begrudgingly, yet jokingly, say “K” and complete his assignments well. 
His answers are always thoughtful and insightful. This was not always the case 
when I first met him as a freshman. But I am so proud of the hard-working young 
man he has become. The transformation that has taken place is nothing short of 
amazing, and it is easy to see why he quickly became one of my favorites (don’t 
tell anyone else!). Unfortunately, he is still a Patriots fan and has questionable 
taste in music, but I won’t hold it against him! If he hasn’t already figured it out, 
my People’s Choice award goes to Ryan Doyle. There are so many reasons why 
you deserve this award, Ryan. I could be here for a long time, so instead I made a 
“short” list of just a “few” reasons: 
A: accepts new tasks with enthusiasm, adaptable, active participant in class, 
appreciative 
B: bright, balanced, big-hearted 
C: completes work in a timely manner, cooperative, conscientious, considerate, 
caring 
D: down to earth, dependable 
E: eager to learn new tasks, easy-going, empathetic 
F: flexible, friendly 
G: good communication skills, great sense of humor, generous, genuine, gets my 
jokes even when you think they are corny or not funny...in other words, The GOAT! 
H: hard working, humorous 
I: independently begins work in class, intuitive, intelligent, insightful 
J: just 
K: kind, knowledgeable 
L: likeable, loyal 
M: motivated, matured immensely over the years 



N: nice, noble 
O: observant, open, outgoing 
P: positive attitude, polite, passionate 
Q: Quick-witted 
R: ready to work, reliable, responsible, respectful 
S: shows initiative, sincere, successful 
T: thoughtful, tolerant, trustworthy 
U: upstanding, unwavering 
V: valued employee, versatile 
W: warm-hearted, willing, witty, well-meaning 
X: X-cellent! 
Y: you have made us so proud! 
Z: zealous & sometimes a little zany!  
 
With so many wonderful qualities, it is obvious why we will miss you so much next 
year! You’ve been a great role model to the younger students and they will miss 
having you around, and I know the staff will greatly miss your humor and 
intelligence. It has been my honor watching you grow into the fine, responsible, 
and mature young man that you are today! I wish you the best of luck next year, 
but I know you will not need it! I am confident that you will be successful in 
anything you set your mind to!  

KUUMBA EDWARDS STEPHANIE NOVELLO 
My People’s Choice goes to Kuumba Edwards. This year, I have had the pleasure 
of having Kuumba in my Animations course. He is hard-working, polite, and 
mature beyond his years. Before remote learning, I looked forward to seeing 
Kuumba in person each day. I enjoyed checking out whatever cool project he was 
working on or just hearing him say at the end of class each day, “Bye, Mrs. 
Novello. Have a great day!” Those of you who know Kuumba, also know how easy 
this choice was. Kuumba, I wish you all the luck in the world for your future 
endeavors. Thank you for taking my class because it was certainly my pleasure 
teaching you. 



CRISTINA FIGUEROA      NICOLE ESCUDEO/DANA SPERA 
I first met this outspoken, reliable, funny, charismatic and kind young lady on my 
first day of teaching at Lenape High School. She was the most welcoming student, 
and I am forever grateful to have her in one of my classes that year! Cristina 
Figueroa is my People’s Choice recipient. Cristina’s hallway hello’s, football game 
pictures, and dancing queen attitude are all things I will miss as she continues her 
education at PACE University. Cristina is a hardworking, dedicated and caring 
person. Cristina’s love for film is what landed her a spot in LDTV’s option two 
program working with Dana!  
 
Cristina is also my People’s Choice recipient. Cristina has brought so much energy 
to Option Two this year. Her contagious personality brightens everyone's day. 
Whether she's working crew at a basketball game, creating Tik Tok's for our 
Heads Up Eyes Forward campaign or editing music videos, she always gives it her 
all - with some Cristina flare. She is creative and talented and I know she's going 
to succeed in whatever she does! LDTV will miss you next year!  
 
Cristina’s will and drive is what excites us most about her future. We cannot wait to 
see what is to come for you, Cristina! Congratulations, we are so proud of you and 
cannot wait to see you accomplish great things! 

ROBERT HAMILTON           JEANETTE DODDS-POFAHL 
I have the pleasure of working with some amazing students this year. Rob 
Hamilton is in two of my classes this year. I was a little worried when I met him, as 
previous teachers had told me he could be a handful. Rob came to school in 
September with the attitude that he wanted to achieve all “A’s” this year 
(something he had not done in the past). To date he has done just that. In my 
World Cultures class, he has proven himself to be a leader. When my co-teacher is 
absent, he will get in front of the class and lead the discussion. He is always 
willing to help his fellow classmates. I especially love hearing him talk in class 
when he tells stories. As long as it is school appropriate. Rob, I can’t wait to see 
where you end up in life. You are going to do great! And on a personal level, you 



and our classes have made this a great restart for me coming back into teaching 
this year. 

MAX HECHT            STEPHEN HAND 
I am fortunate enough to have the opportunity to teach Foundations of 
Leadership at Lenape High School. The students who take my class are normally 
seniors, looking to both challenge and better themselves in a unique way before 
college. Max Hecht challenged himself to be a better student, person, and leader 
this year, and I know he's proud of the job he's done. Max believes in the power 
of self-reflection. Max and I would talk on a weekly basis, during lunch or after 
class, about what he wanted to do in the future and how he could prepare himself 
to get where he wants to go. None of us are perfect, but Max has begun to realize 
the importance of holding ourselves to high standards. In other words, he knows 
he is not perfect but is trying to get better every day--something I truly admire 
about Max. His growth throughout the year as a person and prospective leader 
was just an absolute joy to observe, and it is with the utmost confidence that I 
know Max is going to be a terrific leader in whatever field he decides to enter 
upon graduation. It is with great pleasure that I give Max Hecht this year's 
People's Choice Award. Thank you, Max, for a wonderful year! 

TAYLOR HUNT                 DEVIN DIMMIG 
This year, my nominee is a student who greets me every day with a “Hi! How are 
you doing today, Ms. Dimmig?” Her positive energy is absolutely contagious, and 
you can’t help but smile when you’re around her. No matter what was going on 
outside of our class, her cheerfulness never failed to brighten my day. Over her 
four years at Lenape, I’ve been lucky enough to be Taylor Hunt’s teacher twice. 
Never shy, Taylor was a leader in our U.S. History class sophomore year, helping 
to make other students feel more comfortable participating. That is something I’ve 
always admired about Taylor: she is willing to take academic risks, to put herself 
out there and speak her mind in a way that few people are brave or confident 
enough to do. She is a model student in each class she’s part of because she 
lives by the idea of “You get out of it what you put into it.” She makes all of us feel 



more courageous and willing to voice our thoughts because she does it with such 
ease. I am so proud of Taylor, both the person she’s always been and the mature, 
empathetic powerhouse of a young woman she has become. Go out there and 
change the world, Taylor. I have no doubt you will. 

SAMIR IQBAL                                           JOSEPH PORCO 
He writes with a fountain pen to exhibit a higher level of sophistication. 
 
When asked about his favorite British luxury car brand, he scoffs at Jaguar. Only 
Aston Martin will do. 
 
He may or may not have considered purchasing a pink suit just because. 
 
Although Samir Iqbal may or may not be the most interesting man in the world, he 
is certainly among the most impressive students with whom I’ve ever had the 
pleasure to become acquainted. Samir’s work in the classroom is undoubtedly 
impressive, showcasing his intellectual capacity. However, it was our lunch and 
learn conversations that addressed topics such as traveling to Great Britain, world 
economics, and ranking the presidents that really demonstrated the quality of 
Samir’s character. These interactions made him the ideal, and only, viable 
People’s Choice nominee from me in 2020. 
 
The 2019-2020 school year will end in an unprecedented way, preventing what 
would typically mark a time for jubilation and celebrating accomplishments. 
Despite the disruptions, one thing that didn’t change was Samir’s cordial 
interaction. Early into remote instruction, Samir sent me an e-mail asking how I 
was doing, which ended up parlaying into a biweekly correspondence that 
included podcast recommendations and exchanging our favorite History Channel 
specials. It was a welcomed distraction from the unfortunate events that have 
consumed the world. Anyone who is capable of creating positivity amidst the 
current circumstances is undoubtedly deserving of a People’s Choice Award. 



SIMONE JOHNSON       ALLISON MURPHY 
When I first met Simone Johnson, I thought to myself, “Wow, she has to be the 
biggest Justin Bieber Fan on the planet!” Over the past 4 and a half years, I have 
gotten to see that there is so much more to her than that! This young lady 
entered Lenape as a shy and reserved student, and I am so lucky to have been 
able to see how much her personality shines every day! As a student in my 
English class, she is extremely creative and hardworking. Simone always beams 
with pride when she is successful, and her smile lights up the room! Beyond her 
academic success, Simone’s spunky personality truly makes her one of a kind! 
She has a contagious excitement for the things that she loves, like her family, 
friends, teachers, jobs, music, games, and of course Justin Bieber! One of my 
favorite things about her is if there is music on, she is dancing! To say I will miss 
Simone next year is an understatement. She will always have a special place in my 
heart, and I am extremely proud of her. I cannot wait to hear about the amazing 
things that the future holds for Simone!  
 
REGAN KING                                    SARAH ALLEN  
My People’s Choice is someone that inspires me to be a better person. She is 
someone that I admire and have admired since the first day I met her. Prior to 
having my People’s Choice in class her sophomore year, I had a few interactions 
with her during her freshman year through her friends. Although brief, the 
interactions with this sweet girl left me hoping to one day have the pleasure of 
having her as a student, and I was literally thrilled when I saw her on my roster for 
the upcoming year.  As a student in class, she was someone that others could 
learn from as she was hardworking, respectful, and positive EVERY SINGLE DAY.  
While these characteristics are admirable and make any teacher happy, I also saw 
a kindness and humility in her that was always present and to this day has never 
wavered. No matter what she is experiencing, or what disappointments life throws 
her way (especially lately), she takes them head on with a strength and nobility 
that is nothing short of amazing. I truly believe that she is one of the most 
compassionate and kindest souls that has ever been put on this earth, and that is 
no exaggeration.   



Over the course of the last few years, my admiration has only grown for her more 
and more, and I could not be prouder of the young lady she is becoming.  This 
past winter, I was getting caught up on my news, as usual via Twitter, and I 
happened to come across a story about a trip my People’s Choice nominee had 
taken over the summer.  Of course, if you know my People’s Choice, then you 
know that it wasn’t just any trip that she took.  She ventured to Peru for a few 
weeks to provide medical care to those less fortunate.  While in itself this act of 
kindness is noteworthy and one most people would be more than willing to share 
with everyone they see, her humble heart again stood out showing that she truly 
took part in the trip for all of the right reasons. At first, I thought, I wish she 
would’ve told me about this. It’s so amazing, and I’m so proud of her; I want to 
hear about it!  But I quickly realized that she didn’t tell me about it, because she 
didn’t do it for the recognition or the accolades—she did it from the goodness of 
her heart and for nothing more.   
 
From the words of Michael Chatman, “Beautiful is the woman who knows people, 
places, and things don’t define her.  She is defined by her acts of loving kindness 
and a generous heart,” and Regan King, this is you. You are a rare find, and 
those that have the privilege of knowing you are truly blessed. You have a gift that 
has the power to change the lives of others, and I know you will use it to do just 
that. I am so happy to award you with this 2020 People’s Choice Award.  In 
addition to just being an all-around great person, you have shown such grace 
over the last few months of uncertainty, and it does not go unnoticed. I want to 
thank you for always brightening my days through friendly chats, simple “hellos,” 
and thoughtful visits and gifts during quarantine. More than anything though, 
thank you for inspiring me to be a better person through your actions. It has been 
an absolute pleasure to watch you grow into a respectful Lenape student leader, 
a driven and fearless basketball player, and an exceptional young lady over the 
last few years. Of course, I’m still sad that we didn’t get to play in the 3v3 game, 
and I’m super confident we would’ve taken the championship again, but thank you 
for your willingness to be a part of our team. I will miss you dearly at Lenape, but I 
can’t wait to see the incredible things that I know you will do at Villanova and 
beyond. I am so, so proud of you, and, congratulations!! 



HUNTER LENGLE                      JODY STANSBURY 
This young man makes me smile day in and day out! He is so friendly to everyone 
and he brings our Sports Med class together! He is first to come up to the board 
or skeleton and show his extensive knowledge. He loves our weekly “weekend 
happenings.” Hunter loves sharing highlights from his weekend and is anxious to 
hear about my hobbies, tennis/golf games, as well as Sports Medicine Injury 
reports regarding professional and college athletes. 
 
Hunter is most inquisitive, especially regarding the muscles of the upper limb. He 
said, “Now this is more like it! Deltoids, Pecs, Lats, and more!” He has a 
wonderful curiosity of the muscles, where they are, how they work, and what 
motions they perform. He was his group demonstrator in the weight room 
performing exercises incorporating different muscles/joints in the body.   
 
I also see Hunter in Physical Education class. Even though he has another 
teacher, he wanders over to see how my day is going. He is eager to demonstrate 
his volleyball, yoga, and dance skills! What a pleasure it is to work with a young 
man who enjoys coming to Lenape every day! 

MARK LOVELAND          JACIE CHAMBERS 

All of the following words succinctly describe my People’s Choice recipient: 
kindhearted, moral, generous, good natured, displays sportsmanship, family 
oriented, old soul, grounded, thoughtful, loyal, considerate, sympathetic, and 
sensible. If you know this young man, you know that I have just described Mark 
Loveland. The amount of character and emotional depth that he has is something 
that I have not encountered before in my career. Good luck in your future, Mark. I 
am so thankful that you came to Lenape during your senior year, and I got to 
cross paths with you even if it was for such a short time. 

HANNAH O’HARE       PEYTON EBBESON 

Every day, I am greeted by two friendly faces walking side by side into my 
classroom. Hannah O'Hare and Xianna Aguilar always provide such positive 



energy in my TV3 class, and I have been fortunate to teach them over the past 4 
years. These two friends work great together and have demonstrated an 
incredible sense of leadership and maturity. In class, students presented ideas for 
our first ever reality TV series. Xianna and Hannah's detailed pitch was selected 
by their peers to be series the class would produce. Xianna and Hannah helped 
plan every detail of the production of "Makin' and Bakin' L's" and worked with the 
rest of the class to assign responsibilities and oversee everything from equipment 
needs to securing locations to shoot. They showed me this year how successful 
they will be in their lives, because they are so responsible and demonstrate such 
strong leadership. 

ANTARA PATTAR           KATE DESANTIS 
My People's Choice nominee is someone who has never sat in front of me in 
class--I haven't had the privilege of teaching this student. Instead, I was able to 
appreciate her abilities when there wasn't a grade tied to her accomplishments. I 
am proud to recognize Antara Pattar as my nominee this year. I learned that she 
sets a personal standard of excellence for each task, and everything she does is 
done with nothing less than her best. I saw how she prepared for Science League 
meets and helped propel her team to top spots. However, what most impressed 
me was when Lenape decided to participate in the USA Science Olympiad for the 
first time, and Antara selflessly volunteered to participate in events where she had 
limited background. She taught herself sophisticated and complicated science and 
took the lead in each event she volunteered for, acting as a mentor to her 
teammates. Because of Antara, Lenape was recognized and awarded at the 
regional competition. Antara has many interests and abilities and is perhaps one 
of the most academically gifted students I have known. Yet, she is humble, kind, 
and generous to all--she lifts others rather than compete for attention or 
recognition; she doesn't like the spotlight. In spite of that, today, I want to turn 
the spotlight onto Antara; her kind and gentle spirit will be with me always. 

 



ANIYA PEREZ           LYNN BRENNAN 
During this school year, this young lady would greet me with the biggest smile. 
She would come into class willing to work diligently at her desk. This wasn’t always 
the case, while attending Lenape. As a freshman, she would walk into class, hide 
in the corner, with her hood on and head down. She disliked her teachers, peers 
and did not get along with anyone. Each school year, I have been this young 
lady’s health teacher and witnessed her growth and maturity. During her time at 
Lenape, we have developed a lasting relationship. I presented her with a 
challenge. I challenged her, as she became a senior, to work to be her best 
authentic self. That meant she is to have no discipline referrals, complete all her 
work in every class, and treat all people with the respect that she gives me. If she 
could meet that challenge, I would nominate her as my People’s Choice award 
winner. This is not an award that I nominate freely. I am proud and honored to say 
that she met the challenge. The saying “It doesn’t matter how you start, it’s how 
you finish,” applies to this young lady. As she exits the doors of Lenape, she is 
graduating as a mature, kind, well-behaved, respectable young lady. I am proud 
and honored to nominate Aniya Perez as my People’s Choice. 

EDWARD SCHOFIELD                      KATHY WALDRON 
I have had the pleasure of knowing Eddie for eight years. During this time, he has 
matured beyond my expectations and has grown to be a fine young man, who is 
kind, caring, and respectful to both teachers and students and has a great sense 
of humor. Ed has been very successful in our Community Based Transition 
program. He is currently working at three different work sites: The Mt. Laurel 
Library, RCBC Bookstore, and Upper Crust Pizza. Ed is especially proficient at 
keeping the children’s section of the library in good order. His job coaches report 
that he is a pleasure to work with and has a positive attitude. He is becoming 
increasingly independent in his tasks at all of these work sites. It’s hard to believe 
this is Eddie’s last year. He will be missed by all who have come to know him here 
at Lenape.  
 
 



BRIAN SCHURR          DEBORAH HODULICK 
I’m really not so sure how to put into words the rare qualities and characteristics 
of my nominee. Mother Teresa is credited with saying: “We can do no great things 
- only small things with great love.” When I read that statement recently, a couple 
of people (and only a couple of people), came to mind: people who live their lives 
kindly and generously, compassionately and considerately. And I thought of my 
nominee: Brian Schurr. Brian is definitely one of these rare persons. He puts 
others before himself, listens to you before he expects others to listen to him, and 
gives without asking in return. He is selfless. I’ve had the pleasure to have Brian 
in two of my classes (one part remotely), and it was easy to spot that he is 
studious, motivated, and respectful. One e-mail from him, however, and the 
extraordinary kindness jumps out at you! How he asks a question and writes a 
statement never is without care for the reader. Then, you realize, that is how he is 
always—not just in written word. As I said, I find it very difficult to explain in a few 
words Brian’s character. We hear every morning, “Be kind.” Not many people truly 
are always kind. Somehow, Brian is. I’d say, “It is the many small things, done in 
love, that allows us to be great.” Such a kind heart makes a great person. I will 
miss you, Brian. 
 
BRIANNA SHAW               LANA JONES 
I have taught hundreds of students and have had some that have left lasting 
memories that I treasure. However, this particular young woman, Brianna Shaw, 
has broken new ground in my heart in an exceedingly profound way.  
 
Brianna is more than a student; and more than a student that has left lasting 
memories (as wonderful as that is), she is more than I ever expected or realized I 
even needed. She has boundless compassion for others ALL of the time. She has 
integrity that surpasses MOST adults. She has drive to be the very best person 
she can be at all times, despite her own circumstances. She exudes joy.  
 
I have enjoyed our time together, sharing about our days, we talk about anything: 
our day, our families, animals, classes, television shows – we never seem to run 



out of topics. She has graciously allowed me to share in her life: swimming 
competitions, relationships, sophomore cotillion, JDD, prom, senior trip – even 
family recipes. We laugh, sometimes we bake or cook together, sometimes she 
helps with lower level classes or setting up labs for incoming classes. She has 
sweetly bestowed upon me kind, compassionate, and thoughtful gifts on holidays 
and special occasions.   
 
As you can probably tell she is very special to me. She has been such a bright 
spot in every day of the last 2 ½ years here at Lenape, and I will miss her more 
than words can ever express. She will be a remarkable teacher and coach, and 
her future students will benefit from the amazing person she has become. She is a 
wonderful blessing, and I thank Brianna Shaw for being her, and I am extremely 
grateful that God put her in my life.   
 
ALI STIBLER          JODY STANSBURY 
I met my People’s Choice nominee last year when she was inducted into NHS. I 
got to know her a little better when she interviewed for NHS Officer last spring. 
Wow! After Ali interviewed, I said “that girl is going to be our next NHS President!!” 
Now, a year later, I am preparing to say goodbye and send Ali off to start her next 
adventure!   
 
We started working together last summer. We met at Starbucks, and Ali had a 
notebook full of ideas for the new school year! It was hard to get a word in 
edgewise, even for me!! Ali has embodied her role as NHS President, as a student 
athlete, family member, and as an integral part of our community. She has a pulse 
on what motivates our students and which ideas will lead to successful events. 
Currently, Ali is helping us interview the new NHS Officer Candidates. She is 
passionate and excited to be involved in this process. I joke with her about staying 
and taking over as the advisor!! She would be awesome!! 
 
Ali is full of life and enthusiasm! She is an extremely passionate, conscientious, 
and driven young lady. She is a leader in every sense of the word. In my 12 years 



as National Honor Society Adviser, I have only met two other students who are as 
well rounded, influential, mature, and committed to make a difference in this 
world.  
 
I will miss you, kiddo!! All the best! If you need advice, or want to share what's 
happening in your life, I will be there! Thank you again for a memorable, 
productive, and awesome year! 
 
Always, 
Stans 
 
CARTER TAYLOR    SHANNON CONTE 
Passionate, hard-working, resilient and extremely focused are all words that come 
to mind when thinking about this particular student. I have had the pleasure of 
working with this student for the past two years as an officer of the Students 
Against Destructive Decisions Club (aka SADD CLUB), and he has continuously 
impressed me with his ability to lead our club with focus and direction. He has 
been instrumental in assisting me with our numerous activities and prevention 
programming and has a desire to try new activities to make our club more of a 
success. What really impressed me about this particular student was his 
determination and drive. His junior year, he went out of his way to talk to me 
about obtaining a leadership position within our club, and I already knew he was 
the best person to lead us as our President his senior year. Since becoming 
President, he has certainly delivered on his commitment to our club and 
implementation of programming. He continuously comes up with new ideas; even 
over the summer, he was already planning things that we could do as a club to 
promote our organization to the Lenape High School Community. Last year, one 
goal for our club was to run a prevention education program to the 8th grade 
students at Harrington Middle School--this is no small feat and can be difficult to 
organize and implement. This particular student has really been instrumental in 
providing feedback of how we could get this programming up and running, even 
offering to email past teachers about how great the program can be and 



particularly this year in planning a “new and improved” lesson plan for the 
students. He has a real passion for helping fellow students succeed and 
continuously sets a good example for those coming to Lenape in the future. Even 
though this student is super busy with other activities, he still manages to give his 
time and commitment to the club and never hesitates to help me with our many 
projects and activities.   
 
On a personal level, this student is extremely friendly, personable, and inclusive 
for all of our students. He takes the time to get to know everyone, and it was no 
surprise to me that last year he was selected from our entire student body as an 
“Upstander” in our community and can be seen on our “Defy the Issue” Poster 
Campaign. One event that we run each year where I have seen this particular 
student shine as an upstander is at our annual holiday party with the Social 
Recreation Club. He is one of the officers that really takes his time to get to know 
the students in the Social Rec Club and loves to assist them in participating and 
making them feel more welcome. As a result of all of these attributes and all of the 
hard work he has accomplished throughout his tenure at LHS, I am nominating 
Carter Taylor as my People’s Choice nominee for 2020. I know Carter will be a 
great asset, leader, and positive role model in all of his future endeavors, and I 
wish him continued success as he graduates from Lenape High School.  

BLAKE TURNER      ROSEANN MULLIN 
Mature, responsible, creative, kind, friendly, and hard-working, are personality 
traits that all parents hope their children possess, especially when adverse 
situations present themselves. These traits are just a few that come to mind, when 
I think of senior, Blake Turner. Blake has proven himself a leader both in and out 
of our Accelerated Psychology class this year, in A-104 and virtually online. 
Whether he was creating a Minecraft music video on Sigmund Freud, acting out 
group skits on Developmental Theory, creating a personal baby book on his 
personal psychological development, getting into "study buddy" duos and groups 
(which though at the time were not his favorite, I know now he misses), or 
completing online assignments and participating in Google Chats, Blake has risen 



to every challenge. No matter what the assignment or task, Blake has always 
enthusiastically given 110% and helped others in need without being asked. I 
hope my own children grow up to exhibit the traits Blake does daily in Psychology 
and I will miss our daily interactions when he graduates this June. It has been a 
pleasure teaching Blake this year and I am excited to see where life takes him, 
because no matter what direction he goes, I am confident he will be successful! 

ANDRE WILLIAMS               LARRY STRITTMATTER 
The simple act of saying “hello,” knowing another’s name, and acknowledging 
those around you, is a recipe for truly living in the present and the foundation for 
a valued friendship. Andre Williams reminds me daily of this as a student at 
Lenape. Each time we cross paths, a greeting and a handshake from him provides 
me with the connection we all seek in this world.  
 
Andre, congratulations on a successful, though unprecedented, senior year at 
Lenape. Continue to be the man you are and good things will rise to meet you. I 
appreciate your friendship and wish you nothing but success. You embody what it 
means to be a Lenape People’s Choice recipient! 

TA’NIYA WILLIAMS        STACY WILLIAMS 
Ta’niya Williams, a diamond in the rough. Just as diamonds develop in an 
environment of extreme high-pressure and high-temperatures deep underground, 
Ta’niya has exhibited the same natural beauty of shinning under pressure. Our 
Chemistry class can be complex at times. Instead of giving up under pressure and 
breaking, Ta’niya has blossomed into a focused young lady. From little class 
participation, having to be redirected multiple times throughout the class period, 
to now leading the class in participation, coming in 1st place during class 
competitions, Ta’niya is chasing her destiny. I know Ta’niya is destined for 
greatness, and the only person able to block her is her own self. Her journey is 
beginning to take a pivotal turn; with the right support around her--family, 
administration, and friends--Ta’niya will continue to excel and prosper. Thank God 
for the People’s Choice as this will serve as a reminder to her--staying focused, 



making the right choices, and taking her educational career seriously truly matters 
and makes a difference. When you shine the way Ms. Ta’niya Williams has begun 
to do, all I can say is “Watch out world, greatness is upon us!” Lastly, to Ta’niya, 
do not allow anyone or anything to distract you from your destiny, as your legacy 
depends on it. We have no time for shame when we’re giving our best in the 
game. Cheering you on. Let’s Go! 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to all of our 

nominees, especially our SENIORS.  

We admire the STRENGTH and 

GRACE you’ve displayed during the 

last few months of your senior year.  

Thanks for being an INSPIRATION to 

all of us! 



Lenape RENAISSANCE would like to 

extend a warm THANK YOU to 

Lenape staff, students, and parents 

for your participation and help in 

making this year’s People’s Choice 

Awards a success.  It is an honor to 

be involved in formally recognizing 

all of the admirable and 

inspiring qualities in our 

AMAZING students.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 

2020 People’s Choice 

Recipients.     
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